EASTERN PROXOiltNALIZED

FREE TRANSLATION OF THE FOREGOING.

My name is Pachya. I am a Vayu. The Khas tribe call us Hayu, but in our own
tongue we call ourselves Vayu. I am an old man. I do not know how old I am, but I
am more than sixty years old. We cultivate the land assigned by the Raja to the soldiers
of the Dhankuta regiment. I have no land of my own. My son is in the service of
Gajraj Thapa. You have seen him here several times, and drawn his portrait, and
measured him. At first he was alarmed, but the captain reassured him, and induced him
to consent. You have kept me here four months that I might teach you my language.
Our language is very difficult, you must judge for yourself. I can only answer your
questions. I hope that you will soon let me go.

Our tribe live on both sides of the Kosi, from the Valley of Nepal to the
Tambakosi We do not live in the fever districts, as do the Kuswars, the Botias, and the
Denwars. We do not live near the river for fear of the fever. We do not, neither, live
on the hill summits like the Kusunda and Ohepang tribes, who never cultivate but live
on wild herbs and fruits, and never build houses. We have houses, and cultivate the
soil, growing maize, kodo, buckwheat, rice, millet, cotton, beans, barley, wheat, madder.
We have fixed homes like the Newars, and are not migratory like the Lepchas and
Limbus. We occupy the central parts of the hill slopes, which we cut into terraces.
Rice will not grow on the tops, nor any description of grain. \Ve go up as high as
grain will grow. We use the plough where it is possible. In other places we use the
spade, We have no smiths, carpenters, or potters. We buy utensils and ornaments
from others. We build our own houses, and our dress is made of home-grown cotton
which our wives spin and weave. No Vayus are soldiers, and we never take menial
service. The Newars dye our clothes- The men use white clothes, but the women wear
dyed clothes. Our villages are small, usually fifteen to twenty houses, scattered here
and there along the hill-sides. Our houses are made of rough timber, interlaced with
canes, plastered with chalk, and thatched with strair. There are two rooms in the house,
one for sleeping and another for cooking. There is no general dormitory for the grown
up boys and girls of the village. We marry at maturity. We buy our wives at a cost
of from fifteen to twenty rupees. If we have no money, we earn her by working in her
father's house. We bury our dead without any ceremony. We eat fowls, swine, goats,
sheep, and buffaloes, but not cows, bears, or monkeys. We also eat honey, milk and eggs.
We drink beer and spirits. The beer is home-brewed, and we drink much of it. We
mwt buy the spirits from others, and we therefore do not drink much of it. We do not
tattoo our bodies, but we bore our ears, the men as well as the women. We have no
other priest thaja the exorcist. He is also our physician. None of the Vayu tribe follow
the brahmans or lamas, and we do not adopt foreign customs. We never abandon our
fields. When the father dies, the sons equally inherit him, the daughters do not inherit
Our village headman decides our disputes. We never appeal from him. Our tribe has
subjugated bj others* aad is reduced to very inconsiderable numbers.